
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      
May 13, 2026 
 
Contact: 
Stacey Murnighan 
608-237-1479 
smurnighan@eastersealswisconsin.com   

 
Annual Campaign Kickoff Marks Centennial With Record Support 

 
(MADISON, Wis.) – Easterseals Wisconsin hosted its annual 
campaign fundraiser, Wonderfully Human, on March 12 at Garver 
Feed Mill. This year marks 100 years of serving people with 
disabilities and their families throughout Wisconsin. The agency 
welcomed 200 guests to celebrate the centennial milestone while 
setting a fundraising record, raising more than $270,000. 

Special guests included past and present clients, staff and board 
members, along with testimonials from Camp Wawbeek camper 
Mari McHenry of Eau Claire and FARM Program client Tim 
Peaster of Almena. Elyse Smithback, First Vice President Business 
Banking at Park Bank and treasurer of the Board of Directors, and 
NFL Hall of Famer and owner of Hall of Fame Farms, Joe 
Thomas, emceed the event. 

“We were deeply moved by the support we received. Each year we 
are astonished by the generosity of others, but this year was 
exceptional,” said Paul Leverenz, President & CEO of Easterseals 
Wisconsin. “There was such excitement and energy in the room, 

it’s hard to describe the feeling. We are ready to launch into the next century of service with this 
momentum behind us.” 

Easterseals Wisconsin continues its centennial celebration with the next event on Sunday, July 
12, from 1-4 p.m. at Fawn Creek Winery. Guests can enjoy wine and live music by WheelHouse, 
a nationally touring Americana and Bluegrass band, while celebrating 100 years of supporting 
children and adults with disabilities. 

Event details and tickets are available here: 
Rock the Deck Event Page 

 

About Easterseals Wisconsin 
For 100 years, Easterseals Wisconsin has provided services that help children and adults with disabilities 
gain greater independence. Easterseals Wisconsin’s primary services – vocational rehabilitation, respite 
services, camping and recreation, information and referral, and public education – benefit close to 10,000 
individuals with disabilities and their families each year throughout Wisconsin. 

Pictured left to right: Camp 
Wawbeek camper Mari McHenry 
with her father Chris and event 
emcee Joe Thomas of Hall of Fame 
Farms and his wife Annie. 
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