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Pictured left to right: Brenda Prindle, Mike Prindle, 
Patrick Nate, Sr. VP, Industrial Operations, at Miron 

Construction, and Jim Slempkes. 

Avenues 
to Understanding
Avenues to Understanding is a disability awareness program 
created by Easterseals Wisconsin and offered free of charge to 
public and private schools, early childhood programs and faith 
and community-based organizations throughout the state. 

The Educator’s Guide provides an expanding knowledge 
of disabilities and disability issues for young people as they 
age. Young children will be presented with an introduction to 
disabilities, will learn about what they are, and will be helped 
to look for similarities rather than differences when meeting 
someone with a disability. 

Older kids will begin to explore the architectural and 
attitudinal barriers that may provide stumbling blocks to 
integration for people with disabilities and look at them in 
conjunction with their own need to fit in. 

High school students are encouraged to explore their 
communities, to look at how people with disabilities are 
regarded and portrayed in various media, and to consider 
how people with disabilities might be affected by the 
same real world challenges they themselves are facing: 
independent living, college, and jobs.

The Educator’s Guide is available to download on the 
Education & Resources/Education page of the Easterseals 
Wisconsin website.

Easterseals Wisconsin Camps recently received generous donations 
supporting the installation of an accessible swing set as well as a 
four-seat swing set. Donations were received from the Keller Adaptive 
Equipment Needs Fund, honoring Ryan Prindle, the friends and 
family of Morgan Kalscheur, and Miron Construction. Miron donated 
their time and talent, as well as the materials for the entire project (a 
total donation of more than $76,000!). They installed the swings and 
surrounding sidewalks as well as a rubber base that runs under and 
around the swings themselves. This base increases camper safety and 
makes the entire area fully wheelchair accessible.

For those who want to relax and watch 
others enjoying the play area, Board 
member Jeanne Sterken, whose 
daughter, Katherine, attends Respite 
Camp, donated a bench to be installed 
next to the sidewalk. 

At the dedication ceremony for the swings, held on June 9th at Wisconsin Elks/
Easterseals Wisconsin Respite Camp, President & CEO Paul Leverenz said, “It 
continues to amaze us when groups and organizations come together out of the 
goodness of their hearts to offer their time, talents, and financial support for others. 
And lots of times for someone they don’t know and may never even meet.” 

This project, which was 
dedicated in loving memory of Ryan Prindle and Morgan 
Kalscheur, would not have been possible without 
the coordinating efforts of Pattie Slempkes, Disability 
HelpLine of Outagamie County Coordinator. Pattie 
talked with the Prindles and with Alex Peters, Director 
of Camp & Respite Services, who was in touch with the 
Kalscheurs, to make sure the families’ wishes were being 
met. She then brought Miron Construction aboard to 
take the project from dream to reality. Thank you, Pattie, 
for all your work, and to everyone who made this terrific 
addition to camp possible! The swings will provide hours 
of pleasure to campers for years to come.

Century 21 Dairyland Realty continues to support 
Easterseals Wisconsin through creative fundraising 
such as the Bump It Up volleyball tournament, 
which is going on its 18th year and recently raised 
nearly $12,000 - a new record for the event!

“This has been a wonderful partnership,” says 
Paul Leverenz, President & CEO of Easterseals 
Wisconsin. “And we’re so pleased to have Kelly 
Kleist, Broker Owner of C21 Dairyland Realty, 
serving as the Development Chair on our 
Board of Directors, bringing her enthusiasm to 
Development efforts statewide. Her love for 
what we do is unmatched.”

Thank you, 
Century 21 Dairyland Realty!

Bump 
It Up!



Planned Giving

Have a used car, truck, boat, or snowmobile? Please consider 
donating it to Easterseals Wisconsin! It’s easy: Visit DonateACar.
com and select Easterseals Wisconsin as your charity. They will 
make the arrangements to pick up the vehicle, handle the title 
transfer, sell the vehicle, give Easterseals Wisconsin the proceeds, 
and give you a donation receipt. Just go to the DonateACar.com 
website or call 1.800.237.5714.

Vehicle Donations

Planned Giving and Major Gifts from generous friends are essential to the 
healthy future of Easterseals Wisconsin. They are intended to supplement 
– rather than replace – annual giving, as well as enhance other efforts that 
provide much-needed support for our programs.

Planned Giving and Major Gifts offer donors the opportunity to:

For more information about including 
Easterseals Wisconsin in your estate 
planning, contact:

Rachel Reichhoff
 Director of Development•

•

•

•

Express their support for Easterseals Wisconsin, beyond annual giving, 
by making a special commitment from personal assets;

Create larger gifts through careful and thoughtful financial, estate, tax 
and charitable gift planning;

Encourage others directly, and by example, to recognize the importance 
of engaging in philanthropy and supporting vital programs for people 
with disabilities;

Become involved in the future of Easterseals Wisconsin as well as 
receive recognition and personal satisfaction for a gift that will help and 
improve the lives of people with disabilities for years to come.

Phone: 
608.237.1370

Email: 
rreichhoff@eastersealswisconsin.com

Easterseals Wisconsin
8001 Excelsior Drive, Suite 200

Madison, Wisconsin 53717
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ADMINISTRATION

Paul Leverenz ■ President/CEO
pleverenz@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.225.2394

Sandee Horn ■ Executive Assistant 
shorn@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1449

Lorrie Greene ■ Technology Support Specialist
lgreene@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1567

CAMP & RESPITE PROGRAMS

Alex Peters ■ Director, Camp & Respite Services
apeters@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.841.1521

Carlee Fosco ■ Director, Camp Wawbeek 
cfosco@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.608.841.1521

Cheyenne Matthews ■ Director, Respite Camp 
cmatthews@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.841.1524

Anna Korb ■ AmeriCorps Program Manager
akorb@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1397

Emily Mead ■ Camp Billing Assistant 
emead@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1576

 
CLIENT ASSISTANCE

Pattie Slempkes ■ Coordinator, Outagamie Co. Disability HelpLine
pslempkes@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 920.832.0344

Jill Gretzinger ■ Coordinator, Guardian Assistance Program 
jgretzinger@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 920.832.0344 

DEVELOPMENT

Rachel Reichhoff ■ Director, Development
rreichhoff@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1370

Cally Ehle ■ Director, Grants Management
cehle@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1484

Morgan Donath ■ Events Coordinator 
mdonath@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 563-495-2663

FARM & VOCATIONAL SERVICES

Jeff Kratochwill ■ Director, FARM & Vocational Services 
jkratochwill@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.279.9436 

Ami Bliefernicht ■ Rural Rehabilitation Specialist
abliefernicht@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.225.1867 

T Ellenbecker ■ Rural Rehabilitation Specialist
tellenbecker@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.279.9437

Paul Untiet ■ Rural Rehabilitation Specialist
puntiet@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 715.347.4093

Ashley Parkhurst ■ Self-Employment Services Specialist
aparkhurst@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 920.237.1452

Melba Brown ■ Technical Assistant
mbrown@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1446

FINANCE

Pam Ivers ■ Chief Financial Officer 
pivers@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1387

Kim Feiner ■ HR Coordinator/Accounting Assistant 
kfeiner@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1380

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

Stacey Murnighan ■ Director, Marketing & Communications
smurnighan@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1479

Mary Statz ■ Marketing & Development Specialist
mstatz@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1520

Our terrific donors!
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We reached out and you answered our call! We are thrilled to share with 
you that we’ve reached our goal to pay for both the Waterline Replacement 
Project and the new pool heater at Camp Wawbeek!

The Waterline Replacement Project was a major expense, with cost 
estimates of $85,000! Because the waterline is the source for drinking 
water, vital for staff and camper hygiene care, building sanitation, food 
preparation, needs at the nursing station, and even filling our accessible 
swimming pool which provides countless hours of summer fun for our 
campers, this project was of vital importance.

Robin Buerki, his cousins, and the Blackhawk Wawbeek Foundation stepped 
up quickly, pledging half the cost. Robin then invited others to join him in 
helping fund this important project. His call to action was answered by many 
people. The money was coming in. We were then contacted by Rachel 
Rosemann of Reno, Nevada, whose brother, Wesley, attended camp 70 years 
ago! She reminisced about what a great opportunity camp was for him, and 
how their family enjoyed watching him go out on his own, be independent, and 
experience summer camp like any other kid. Ms. Rosemann asked how much 
was needed to complete the project and agreed to send us the balance!

Then, just three weeks into the summer camp season, the Swimming Pool 
Heater went out at Camp Wawbeek! An email blast went out and, in less than 
a day, our donors stepped up to the plate again, donating the full $9,000 
needed to have the pool heater replaced! Our campers were thrilled!

The staff and Board of Directors of Easterseals Wisconsin 
are incredibly touched by the wonderful generosity of our donors. 

Your kind hearts mean so much to all of us!

Give Monthly

Making a monthly gift t0 Easterseals Wisconsin can make a significant 
difference in the lives of our Wisconsin neighbors with disabilities. Planning an 
amount – $1 a day, $10 a week (or more!) – makes giving easier and, over time, 
truly makes the life of another, who has turned to Easterseals Wisconsin for 
help, better. 

To become a monthly donor, simply choose “Monthly Gift” on our donation 
page. Once your account is created, you can freely manage your monthly 
donation. Choose how often you’d like it to recur, pause payments, or cancel at 
any time. We hope you’ll pledge to make this commitment now. 

A smiling camper, a self-sufficient businessperson, an independent farmer, 
re-energized  caregivers... 
   Your monthly gift can help make all these possible!

In memorium
Fred Delmenhorst
The Easterseals Wisconsin (ESW) family lost a 
great friend with the passing of Herman F. “Fred” 
Delmenhorst on July 30th. Fred served on the ESW 
Board of Directors from 1995-2007 where he worked 
on numerous committees, and then continued as a 
voluneer fundraiser for the agency until 2022.

“Fred was a truly wonderful gentleman and a great 
ESW volunteer,” says Wayne Corey. “I had the pleasure of serving with him on 
both the ESW board and the Governor’s Committee for People with Disabilities. 
He was a remarkably thoughtful man who brought wisdom and experience to 
our board. I am fortunate to have served with him and even more fortunate to 
have been in his company for many years.”

The ESW Family extends our sympathy to Fred’s wife, Pat, and their children 
and grandchildren. He made a real and lasting difference in the lives of 
people with disabilities and will be missed.
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Cabin Remodel
Wisconsin Elks/Easterseals 
Wisconsin Respite Camp had two 
cabins remodeled to be used 
primarily for staff housing. This 
project allows the staff at Respite 
Camp to have a cabin and bed to 
call their own for the summer, a 
place to keep their belongings, 
and somewhere to rest up on their 
nights off so they can support our 
campers to their greatest abilities. 

The project, which included 
building walls, electrical work to 
move switches and outlets, and 
the purchase and installation of 
mini-split air conditioning units, was 
funded by the Wisconsin Elks Major 
Project. 

Good Neighbors: the Dells Boat Company
For 85 years, the Dells Boat Company has been a part of the 
Camp Wawbeek experience. One morning each week throughout 
the summer, campers and staff are treated to a boat tour of the 
scenic rock formations, the “dells” of the Wisconsin River, which 
give the city its name. 

In the early days – the later 1930’s and through the 1940’s – 
community business people made the boat trips possible by 
driving up to camp and transporting one or two campers each to 
the docks. Easterseals can provide its own transportation now, 
but the Dells Boat Company has played a huge part in keeping 
that caring community spirit alive and well.

The pilot and tour guides have formed relationships with campers, 
remembering names and personalities and establishing in-jokes 
and unique boat trip traditions. Their commitment to making sure 
everyone has fun is a contributing factor in many campers listing the 
boat trips as their favorite part of camp.

If one were to compute the value of this donation in today’s 
dollars, the amount would approach an incredible $2 million! The 
value in memories made is, of course, priceless. 

Since 1991, AgrAbility of Wisconsin (AAW) has been promoting success in 
agriculture for farmers and their families living with a farm injury, disability, 
or limitation. AAW is a partnership between the University of Wisconsin and 
Easterseals Wisconsin, and is made possible, in part, through a grant from 
the United States Department of Agriculture/National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture. The current grant runs through 2026.

AAW has created a significant impact on Wisconsin agriculture by 
providing assistance to approximately 3,000 farmers and farm families 
who have been able to continue farming or return to the farm worksite 
through AAW intervention. A strong partnership between Easterseals 
Wisconsin and the UW has been key to making Wisconsin’s project one of 
the most successful of its kind in the country.

To enroll in the AgrAbility program or to learn more, call 608-262-9336.

AgrAbility of Wisconsin

AmeriCorps

Pictured, left to right: Cally Ehle, ESW 
Director of Grants Management; 
Kathy Blumenfeld, Secretary 
Designee of the DOA; Anna Korb, ESW 
AmeriCorps Program Manager; and 
Kyle Klower, Communication and 
Government Affairs Officer for Serve 
Wisconsin.

Thank you, 
Wisconsin Elks!
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Thanks to Serve Wisconsin, 
the Easterseals Wisconsin/
AmeriCorps partnership had 
the privilege of welcoming 
Department of Administration 
Secretary Kathy Blumenfled and 
her staff to Easterseals Wisconsin 
Camps in Wisconsin Dells on 
June 22, 2023. 

During her visit, Blumenfled 
toured the program facilities 
for both the Wisconsin Elks/
Easterseals Wisconsin Respite 
Camp and Easterseals Wisconsin 
Camp Wawbeek where she 
learned more about the benefits 
of accessible outdoor recreation 
and the impact of services that 
are provided by our AmeriCorps 
members each year for children 
and adults with disabilities.

The 1990 Farm Bill created the 2501 Program to help underserved farmers, 
ranchers, and foresters, who have historically experienced limited access to 
USDA programs and services. The 2014 Farm Bill expanded the 2501 Program to 
include veterans. The 2501 Program is officially called Outreach and Assistance 
for Socially Disadvantaged (SDA) Farmers and Ranchers and Veteran Farmers 
and Ranchers Program. The SDA grant was awarded, for a second time, on 
October 1, 2022 to Easterseals Wisconsin and its partners with eligibility through 
September 30, 2025. To learn more about this initiative, visit: https://www.usda.
gov/partnerships/underserved-veteran-farmers-ranchers-foresters

2501 Program

Exploring Job Options in Rural Wisconsin

Thank you, Dells Boat Company, for being such a terrific partner!

Easterseals Wisconsin FARM Program continues to 
work with the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) 
to provide a different type of learning experience for 
students in high school with disabilities. 

Exploring Job Options in Rural Wisconsin is a 6-9 week 
course focusing on agricultural careers and the many 
and varied job possibilities there are in the agriculture 
industry. 

Throughout the course, students learn what agriculture 
is and the everyday impact it has on our lives. They 
have the opportunity to explore career opportunities in 
agriculture that may be available in their communities, 

and conduct research into some of those careers. 
Speakers from area agricultural businesses talk with the 
students and a tour of one of those businesses is also 
included. Interviewing skills are discussed as well.

The past school year was a successful one, providing 
the course, both in-person and virtually, to 19 students 
throughout the state. We are excited to see where this 
course will go in the 2023-2024 school year.

Please contact Ami Bliefernicht, 
Rural Rehabilitation Specialist, at 

abliefernicht@eastersealswisconsin.com 
 at 608.225,1867 

with any inquiries about this program.  
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Event Wrap-Up Events are not only a lot of fun, they offer a great way for individuals, 
businesses, and foundations to support our programs and share our 
mission with friends, colleagues, and the wider community, Easterseals 
Wisconsin is privileged to have so many generous partners and we 
appreciate each and every one of them. Thank you all!

Easterseals Wisconsin’s annual Sporting Clays Fundraiser will be held Friday, 
October 13, 2023 at the Milford Hills Hunt Club in Johnson Creek, Wisconsin. 
All funds raised will benefit Easterseals Wisconsin, providing unique programs 
and services to children and adults with disabilities across the Badger state.

Up to 25, four-person teams can participate in this fun event. Beginners are 
welcome and an introductory course will be provided. Team sponsorships 
are only $650! Additional sponsorship levels with sponsor recognition are 
available.

This year, Course Shooting Challenges will be available on an alternate course 
from 8:30-10 AM before regular shooting starts. Mega Tickets, which cover 
the cost of all challenges, are available for $100 each. This is a savings of $20 
compared to paying for each challenge separately. A light lunch will be served 
after shooting.

Registration is available online: https://www.eastersealswisconsin.com/
fundraiser-events/sporting-clays-fundraiser/

To learn more, or to participate by sponsoring a team, a station game, or 
providing a donation to be used for the day-of-event auction and raffle, please 
contact: Morgan Donath • 563.495.2663 •  mdonath@eastersealswisconsin.com

Friday, October 13, 2023
Registration: 10:00 AM
Milford Hills Hunt Club 
W5670 French Road
Johnson Creek, WI 53038

Sporting Clays Fundraiser

Stop in at Camp Wawbeek for our annual Pancake Breakfast! Along with 
all the pancakes and sausages you can eat, there will be drawings for 
prizes from local donors, a tractor ride tour of camp, and outdoor games 
and activities.

Tickets are $10 per person/$6 for children 16 and under. They can be 
purchased online (https://www.eastersealswisconsin.com/fundraiser-
events/pancake-breakfast/) or at the door. Sponsorships are also available 
at a variety of levels. 

For more info on the event, sponsorship 
opportunities, or to volunteer with anything from 
cooking to clean-up the day of the event, contact 
Alex Peters, Director of Camp & Respite Services, 
at 608.841.1521.                   

Pancake Breakfast
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Our Annual Campaign kicked off in March at Wonderfully 
Human, an inspiring evening for individuals and corporate 
representatives interested in learning about investing in the 
unique services provided by Easterseals Wisconsin. Special 
thanks to Presenting Sponsor First Weber Foundation. The 
event raised $67,000 through donations and a live auction, a 
terrific start to the $179,000 campaign total.

One of our oldest and most successful fundraisers, Golf Outing for Kids 
was held in June in Wisconsin Dells, with proceeds benefiting our camps. 
Major sponsors included Bank of Wisconsin Dells, Holiday Wholesale, 
Log Gables, Kalahari, Wilderness Resort, Wild Rock Golf Course, Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka, Ergo Factor, The Suby Group, Neuman Pools, Holtz 
Builders Inc., Kraemer Brothers, JustAgame Impressions, Krantz Electric, 
ESPN Madison, M3 Insurance, Lincoln Financial, Park Bank, and Summit 
Credit Union. The event raised close to $142,000! Thank you, everyone!

Wonderfully Human &
Annual Campaign

Golf Outing for KidsSunday, October 1, 2023
8:00 AM - Noon
Easterseals Wisconsin Camp Wawbeek
1450 State Highway 13
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965

In April, the Celebrity Basketball Experience provided an 
afternoon of free B-ball fun for families at Madison College. 
Kids took part in a Shot Doctor Clinic led by Coach Gary Close 
before the celebrity game featuring former Badger basketball & 
football players. The afternoon featured some Bucky antics and 
even a touch of magic! Our thanks to major sponsors Affiliated 
Dentists, Revive Restoration, and Sports AdvantEdge for making 
this entertaining and successful event possible. The Celebrity 
Basketball Experience raised nearly $25,000.

Celebrity Basketball Experience

August brought us the Skip Ellenbecker Memorial Golf Outing, held each 
year in Marathon. Major sponsors S.D. Ellenbecker, Inc., Janke General 
Contractors, County Materials, and Tito’s Handmade Vodka joined in to help 
honor the memory of former Easterseals Wisconsin board member, Skip 
Ellenbecker, and raise funds for the Easterseals Wisconsin FARM Program. 
Annually, the FARM Program helps approximately 500 Wisconsin 
farmers remain in or return to farming after a disabling accident, illness 
or medical condition. The 2023 outing raised a record $31,000!

Skip Ellenbecker 
Memorial Golf Outing


