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Jerome Krautkramer

Wisconsin

Wisconsin Elks Honored

Over the years, many different organizations have donated their time, talents, and funds to help Easter Seals 
Wisconsin’s programs and services. One of these groups stands out among the others: the Wisconsin Elks. 
The Elks first partnered with Easter Seals in 1976, when they raised $80,000 to build the Elks Lodge Kitchen 
and Dining Hall.  And since then, they have just kept going. Their impact on Wisconsin families of children 
and adults with severe disabilities is simply incalculable.

Without the help of the Wisconsin Elks, we would only be able to serve HALF the number of Respite 
campers we serve today. And because of the severity of these campers’ disabilities, the ongoing cost of 
maintenance, the accessibility of the grounds, and the safety of the equipment and living quarters necessary 
to serve them well would be nearly impossible to maintain without the Elks’ support. They have made sure 
those things are taken care of, ensuring that the Wisconsin Elks/Easter Seals Respite Camp continues to 
be a refuge and a welcoming place where families know they can safely bring their loved one to enjoy 
individualized care and outdoor recreation while they take advantage of a break from caregiving. 

With a goal of keeping the Wisconsin Elks/Easter Seals Respite program strong, the Wisconsin Elks Major 
Project Committee has invested $2 million in projects such as staff housing, the Elks Village, a recreation 
building, a phone system, air conditioning, an addition to the dining hall, furniture, and a remodel of the 
nurses station. With an additional $1 million in operating support and camperships, their contributions total 
over $3.1 MILLION for Respite Camp since 1976. 

One of the most impactful members of the organization is Ray Dabler, who has been an Elk for over 46 years. 
In 1992, Ray joined the Major Project Committee as the state vice president and has been Chairman for the 
last 10 years. Ray lives and breathes Respite Camp, giving so much of himself to this program.

At the 2018 Recognition Dinner, Easter Seals Wisconsin was pleased and grateful to acknowledge our valued 
partnership with the Wisconsin Elks and recognize the Wisconsin Elks Major Project Committee and retiring 
Chairman, Ray Dabler, with the Lifetime Achievement Award.

For more about the dinner and the honorees, please see pages 4-5.

Jerome Krautkramer had just graduated from high school when he was in a horrendous car 
accident that left him with physical limitations he has had to deal with ever since. His right 
hip had been smashed into his back, rupturing his spleen and damaging his kidneys. He also 
sustained injuries to his shoulders and hands and nearly lost the use of his right arm due to 
lacerations on his elbow. He lay flat on his back for two months before being released to in-
home care, still hoping for a full recovery.

Even while he continued to fight through the pain of those life-altering injuries, Jerome 
eventually moved on to obtain his diploma and worked as a print press operator – a job that 
requires long hours of standing and heavy lifting. 

After 11 years, Jerome realized his real desire was to be outdoors, working on the land and with 
animals. When his brother approached him about purchasing the farm they grew up on and 

starting a dairy operation, Jerome agreed. 

By the time he entered his 60’s, Jerome wasn’t sure he’d be able to keep working at his usual pace for much longer. The 
years of hard, physical work on the farm and the lingering effects of that long-ago car accident were wearing him down. 
Jerome knew, though, that he couldn’t afford to retire until he was old enough to collect his full Social Security benefits. 
To keep farming for several more years, he knew he would need some help. 

That’s when fate stepped in. During a visit to a local implement dealer, the dealer mentioned Easter Seals Wisconsin’s 
FARM Program and suggested Jerome give them a call. Before long, Rural Rehabilitation Specialist Jeff Kratochwill paid 
a visit to the 500 acre dairy operation. Jeff recognized the daily struggles Jerome had been facing, and suggested a 
number of changes he could make to the way he did things and ideas for assistive technology that he could incorporate 
to make his life easier.

After working with the FARM Program and the Wisconsin Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) to obtain the 
appropriate accommodations to continue running his farm, Jerome is now happy to report that he knows he can definitely 
make it to full retirement age. And he gives his thanks to Easter Seals Wisconsin for helping make that possible. “Easter 
Seals worked for me,” he says. “I think it’s a great program that can help a lot of people with disabilities.”

FARM Program Client
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Legacy Gifts and Bequests

ADMINISTRATION

Christine Fessler ■ President/CEO
cfessler@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.575.5465

Sandee Horn ■ Executive Assistant 
shorn@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1449

Lorrie Greene ■ Technology Support Specialist
lgreene@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1567

CAMP & RESPITE PROGRAMS

Carissa Peterson ■ Director, Camp & Respite Services 
cpeterson@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.432.6268

Joshua Boettcher ■ Director, Respite Camp 
boettcher@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.254.2502

Alex Peters ■ Director, Camp Wawbeek 
apeters@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.254.8319

Anna Korb ■ AmeriCorps Program Manager
akorb@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1397

Emma Hansen ■ Camp Nurse Coordinator 
ehansen@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.254.8319

Darrel Marusek ■ Camp Accounting & Program Assistant 
dmarusek@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1979

Toussaint Placca ■ Camp Administrative & Accounting Assistant 
tplacca@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1576

 
CLIENT ASSISTANCE

Jill Gretzinger ■ Coordinator, Outagamie Co. Disability HelpLine
jgretzinger@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 920.832.0344 

DEVELOPMENT

Rachel Reichhoff ■ Director, Development
rreichhoff@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1370

Cally Ehle ■ Director, Grants Management
cehle@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1484

FARM & VOCATIONAL SERVICES

Paul Leverenz ■ Vice President, FARM & Vocational Services
pleverenz@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.225.2394

Jeff Kratochwill ■ Lead Rural Rehabilitation Specialist 
jkratochwill@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.279.9436 

Ami Cooper ■ Rural Rehabilitation Specialist
acooper@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.225.1867 

T Ellenbecker ■ Rural Rehabilitation Specialist
tellenbecker@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.279.9437

Paul Untiet ■ Rural Rehabilitation Specialist
puntiet@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 715.347.4093

Julie Jensen ■ Self-Employment Services Specialist
jjensen@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 920.360.0373 

Melba Brown ■ Technical Assistant
mbrown@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1446

FINANCE

Pam Ivers ■ Chief Financial Officer 
pivers@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1387

Linda Eby ■ HR Coordinator/Accounting Assistant 
leby@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1380

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

Stacey Murnighan ■ Director, Marketing & Communications
smurnighan@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1479

Mary Statz ■ Marketing & Development Specialist
mstatz@eastersealswisconsin.com ■ 608.237.1520

New Staff Although we have discontinued our statewide pick-
up services, you can continue to support Easter Seals 
Wisconsin by donating clothing and household goods 
in good reusable condition. Items can be dropped off 
at the Savers Thrift Store at 2833 Mall Dr., Eau Claire 
or placed in a Clothing Donation Bin. There are 80 
bins located in the greater Eau Claire area as well as 
throughout Southeast Wisconsin – just look for the red 
Easter Seals Wisconsin bins.  

We also want to remind everyone that we continue 
to accept vehicle donations. To donate your vehicle 
to support Easter Seals Wisconsin, please visit 
DonateACar.com and select Easter Seals Wisconsin as 
your charity. They will make the arrangements to pick 
up the vehicle, handle the title transfer, sell the vehicle, 
give Easter Seals Wisconsin the proceeds, and give 
you a donation receipt. Just go to the DonateACar.com 
website or call 1.800.237.5714.

In the past, Easter Seals Wisconsin has had great success in raising revenue through cultivation of relationships 
with individuals. However, in relation to individual donors, two of the largest potential major gift types are not often 
discussed. This year one of the goals of the Director of Development will be to focus on those two mysterious gift 
types. What are they?

 1. Naming Easter Seals Wisconsin in your will

 2. Naming Easter Seals Wisconsin as the Beneficiary of your IRA

The key concepts of naming Easter Seals Wisconsin in your will or as the beneficiary of your IRA can begin with a 
conversation with an estate planner or attorney. So if you consider yourself a loyal supporter of Easter Seals Wisconsin, 
consider this outstanding option as a way to have a lasting and major impact on the core mission of our organization. 
Please see our website for information on Legacy Giving and Bequests: https://giving.eastersealswisconsin.com/
legacy-giving/.

Additionally, the Development Department will strive to invigorate our revenue stream by connecting with more 
corporations throughout Wisconsin. In the world of charitable giving, trends often come about by the things that are 
happening around donors.  We saw last year an influx of gifts to organizations who focused on large-scale disasters 
and tragedies of all sorts. This trend helped companies to realize their place in the world as a force of good.  

Easter Seals Wisconsin is, as most of you reading this understand, a constant source of hope, inspiration, and personal 
growth, making the organization a unique space for companies to put their corporate values into action.  

To focus on corporate giving, a new Major Gifts Program has been developed and will be instituted with unique 
benefits companies are looking for. Some additional aspects of the Major Gifts Program that companies will find 
useful include: workplace giving, volunteering, and other employee engagement opportunities. Companies have an 
opportunity to tap into their employees’ passions and show their Corporate Social Responsibility. 

Vehicle & Clothing Donations

Rachel Reichhoff joined Easter Seals Wisconsin in 
2018 as Director of Development. She is a highly-
experienced fundraiser with a proven track record, 
who worked for over 10 years as a Senior Corporate 
Philanthropy Officer and a Major Giving Officer. 
Rachel has conducted numerous fundraising events, 
including golf outings and galas. Rachel will manage 
the development budget, coordinate, develop and 
execute all special events, and work with major 
donors to promote Easter Seals Wisconsin programs 
and services.

Emma Hansen joined the Easter Seals Camp 
Department in May 2018 when she worked as the 
nurse at Respite Camp. She started her new role 
as Camp Nurse Coordinator in August 2018. As the 
nursing coordinator, she recruits nurses, collaborates 
on policies with the nurse practitioner, and ensures 
the safety of all of our campers. Emma worked as a 
camp counselor back in 2011 and was then inspired 
to become a nurse. She is originally from Michigan 
and got her degree in nursing at Henry Ford College.

Darrel Marusek joined Easter Seals Wisconsin 
in the fall of 2018 as the Camp Accounting and 
Program Assistant. He provides administrative 
support to Easter Seals Wisconsin Camps 
including registration, accounts receivable, and 
collections. He maintains the camp database and 
is the main communication for camp inquiries. 
Darrel also assists the accounting department. 

Toussaint Placca also joined Easter Seals 
Wisconsin in the fall of 2018, serving as the Camp 
Administrative and Accounting Assistant. With over 
10 years of accounting and tax-related experience, 
Toussaint provides assistance to the Camp 
Accounting and Program Assistant and supports 
the accounting department. Toussaint did his 
undergraduate work at Upper Iowa University and 
Madison College and has an MBA in finance and 
management from UW-Whitewater. Originally from 
Togo in West Africa, Toussaint is fluent in English, 
French, and Mina.
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Blizzard Blast!Build America’s Ability Experience

Celebrity Basketball Challenge

The 31st Annual Blizzard Blast, hosted by the Dane County Council 
of Snowmobile Clubs, will be held at The Red Mouse (3738 County 
Rd P, Cross Plains) on Saturday, February 2. Blizzard Blast is a fun, 
family-friendly event with food, raffles, and a live auction. Weather 
permitting, there will be outdoor activities for kids, including sledding 
and a bonfire. Area radio personality, Super Dave from Q106, will 
serve as our guest emcee. 

Tickets are $20 per person and include admission, raffle entry, buffet 
dinner, and beverages. Tickets can be purchased through any Dane 
County Council of Snowmobile Club or Easter Seals Wisconsin. For more 
information, to become a sponsor, make a donation or provide a raffle 
prize, please contact Rachel Reichhoff at 608.237.1370.

The second year of the Celebrity Basketball Challenge is 
shaping up to be another amazing can’t-miss event.  Easter 
Seals Wisconsin and Board members Andy Crooks and Zach 
Morley are working hard to recruit team members. New this 
year is a fun fundraising component. Players will be competing 
for the first MVP Fundraiser award via hosting Crowdrise pages. 
Look for the link on the events page to check it out and vote (by 
making a minimum $1 vote) for your favorite celebrity. 

The game will be held on Saturday, April 13, 2019 at the H. 
Douglas Redsten Gymnasium on the campus of Madison 
College, 1701 Wright St., Madison. Tickets are just $10 for adults 
and $5 for anyone with a student ID or ages 8-18. Children ages 
7 and under are free.  

The Shot Dr. Skills Academy will take place before the game and 
requires pre-registration. Cost is $20, which includes entry to the 
game. Participants will have the chance to improve their balling 
skills and will also have the chance to collect autographs. Shot 
Dr. Skills Academy registration is limited, so sign up early! 

For more information, to order tickets, or to sign up for the Shot 
Dr. Skills Academy, visit www.eastersealswisconsin.com or call 
Rachel Reichhoff at 608.237.1370. 

AmeriCorps
Each year AmeriCorps provides four key leadership 
members who serve throughout the school year at 
Easter Seals Wisconsin. Our leadership team provides 
purposeful support to our camp community through 
different avenues of service. These members serve as 
Volunteer Coordinator, Camp Outreach Liaison, Veterans 
Coordinator, and Transitions Coordinator. Along with the 
other 47 AmeriCorps members that will serve throughout 
the 2018-2019 program year, Easter Seals Wisconsin 
thanks all of our members for their term of service and 
dedication.

Our 2018 - 2019 AmeriCorps Leadership Team includes:

 Allyssa Merlo, Volunteer Coordinator
 Erin McKenna, Camp Outreach Liaison
 Rachel Howell, Transitions Coordinator 
 Cyndi Hemmer, Veterans Coordinator

If you are interested in learning more about our 
AmeriCorps program at Easter Seals Wisconsin, contact:

Anna Korb, AmeriCorps Program Manager 

akorb@eastersealswisconsin.com

Build America’s Ability Experience is a Pi Kappa Phi 
philanthropy, made up of Pi Kappa Phi fraternity 
members from across the country. Each summer they 
spend six weeks traveling to different summer camps 
that focus on helping children with disabilities. At 
each of those camps, they take on a building project, 
creating something to benefit campers and staff. We 
were fortunate that, once again this year, Easter Seals 
Wisconsin camps was one of the camps chosen!

This year, Build America built a new play structure near the 
ropes course, giving campers a place to hang out while 
they wait their turn on the high or low ropes courses or as an 
alternate activity if they choose to forego the ropes course 
altogether. There’s always firewood to split for campfires 
and fireplaces, so Build America helped us out with that too, 
chopping enough firewood to see us through most of the 
year! And to top off all this goodness, they awarded camp a 
$5,000 grant. We continue to be amazed by the generosity 
of so many people, groups, and organizations we’ve 
crossed paths with throughout the years. 

Event Day Schedule: 

  4:00 pm-8:00 pm Raffles & Door Prizes
  5:00 pm-6:30 pm  Dinner Buffet, Beverages
  8:00 pm-8:45 pm  Live Auction

  8:45 pm    Cash Raffle Drawing

New Respite Director
Joshua Boettcher first joined 
Easter Seals Wisconsin Camps 
in 2010. He has helped out 
numerous summers as his 
schedule allowed. Joshua’s 
recent professional experience 
has been as a Special Education 
Teacher in Minnesota and 
serving four years in the 
Navy, attached to the USS 
Germantown (LSD-42), stationed 
in Sasebo, Japan. He is excited 
to be a more permanent fixture 

at camp, and to see a great organization continue to 
grow and evolve. Joshua grew up in the St. Paul area, 
and received his B.A. in Sociology with Religion and 
Psychology in 2006 from Luther College in Decorah, 
Iowa. Joshua has always had a pull to camps serving 
people of all ability levels and is ready to take on the 
challenges of Respite Camp Director. His favorite parts 
about camp? Joshua not only loves campfire cooking, but 
loves to see how the campers grow throughout the years, 
forming their own amazing social networks, oftentimes 
exclusive to camp. 

Visit www.EasterSealsWisconsin.com for more details.

SHOT DOCTOR

SKILLS ACADEMY 

Grades 3-6
FAMILY

FRIENDLY!

GAME LOCATION 

Madison College

H. Douglas Redsten Gymnasium

1701 Wright St. | M
adison, WI

Timeout Activities &

Halftim
e Entertainment!

One-on-One instruction

with former UW Badger

basketball players

Thank you, Build America!
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Recognition Dinner 2018 Honorees

Outstanding Fundraising Group: The Schwaller Family
Ann Schwaller first went to Camp Wawbeek when she was 10 years old and kept going for 
the next 55 years. She was deeply appreciative of the organizations that helped her over the 
years and developed a strong desire to give back by helping others. One of the ways she 
did this was by participating for 14 years in the Human Race, an Appleton event that raised 
money for the charity of the participant’s choice. Ann gave the funds she raised to the Easter 
Seals Disability HelpLine of Outagamie County. During her life, Ann’s family helped her in her 
fundraising efforts and, after her death in 2014, Abbie Buccanero took up her aunt’s cause 
and continued walking in the Human Race. This past spring, members of the family walked 
together in a memorial walk for Ann. Altogether, Ann and her family have raised more than 
$50,000 for the Helpline. Their generosity has enriched and given lasting meaning to Ann’s 
life and helps make life better for countless others in the Fox Valley.

Outstanding Media: James Massey
Growing up on a farm was one of the factors that enable Jim Massey to do such an 
outstanding job as the editor of The Country Today, the Wisconsin-based newspaper “that 
cares about rural life.” Because he understood both the perspective of what it takes to be 
a farmer and the effects an injury or disabling illness can have on the entire family, Jim 
consistently made sure the readers of The Country Today were aware of AgrAbility and the 
FARM Program, by running stories about the services and highlighting clients who had been 
served. This greatly helped spread the news about what these programs have to offer. Put 
simply, James Massey is a man of integrity who did his job extremely well for many, many 
years. Easter Seals thanks him for that and for his commitment to getting the word out 
about the Easter Seals FARM Program, for highlighting the challenges faced by farmers with 
disabilities and, in doing so, helping farmers with disabilities statewide continue their work. 

Outstanding Volunteers: John Van Wie and Chuck Buell 
John Van Wie & Chuck Buell have been with Easter Seals Wisconsin for more than three 
decades, serving on the Board of Directors, raising money as volunteer fundraisers, and 
dreaming about how the agency can better serve people with disabilities. But this year 
they took on more than ever before, stepping up to plan and oversee the renovation of the 
Menomoni Cabin at Camp Wawbeek. Plans for extensive rebuilding came in at more than $1 
million. But, with John and Chuck serving as volunteer general contractors, and with the help 
of major funding from friends and donors, the total cost of the renovations instead came to 
about $200,000. During the eight-month project John was at camp nearly every day, acting 
as the project manager. Chuck, who made weekly trips to check out the progress, used his 
contacts to coordinate the supplies and materials, bargaining for the best pricing in ways that 
saved Easter Seals hundreds of thousands of dollars. Without the vision and extensive time 
and effort of John and Chuck, this project would not have been possible.

Outstanding Service Organization: American Legion Auxiliary Post 229 
One of the specialty programs we offer at Camp Wawbeek is the Veterans Family Camp. This 
weekend camp gives veterans the opportunity to connect with other veterans while having a 
fun and relaxing weekend. Veterans and their families are welcomed without cost. Of course, 
a camp program like this requires dedicated staff and volunteers to make it run smoothly 
and to ensure our vets and their families are happy and well-fed, which is where the women 
of the American Legion Auxiliary Post 229 fit in. For 6 years, they have stepped up to do what 
they can to honor our military veterans by supporting the Veterans Family Camp. Putting 
in over 1,000 hours of volunteer time and baking over 12,000 cookies and cupcakes, they 
donate not only their baking expertise, but supplies as well. Many of them also travel to camp 
for the weekend, and work preparing the meals for the veterans, their families, and staff. We 
are pleased to honor these women who so faithfully honor our military veterans.

Recognition of Personal Achievement: Jennifer Fiegel-Newlon
A dedicated Nurse Practitioner with a Ph.D. in Psychiatry, Jennifer Fiegel-Newlon has 
worked for Easter Seals Wisconsin Camps for 21 years. In fact, her first job out of college 
was at Respite Camp. Jen serves our campers and staff in the all-important role of Medical 
Coordinator. She writes standing orders and health care plans, provides medical updates as 
needed, trains new and returning nurses, and also trains staff regarding our processes. What 
happens, for instance, if a camper has a sore throat? A reaction to a bug bite? Jen lays out 
what steps to take and in what order, ensuring the best care will be given. In addition, Jen 
works to help the staff through any difficulties they may be having, and arranged for a social 
worker to come to camp every week to talk with staff and ensure their well-being. Because 
of Jen, Easter Seals Wisconsin Camps are known to other camps and to international staffing 
agencies as camps that are supporting and nurturing to all staff. 

Outstanding Service: The Leverenz Family
For 23 years, 35-40 members of the Leverenz family have gathered at Respite Camp over 
Labor Day weekend, enjoy their time together, and take on a project or a series of jobs for the 
camp. After realizing that the Leverenz clan included a group of skilled workers that did not 
need supervision, camp management has been happy to set aside jobs for the family to do. 
Each year Paul Leverenz coordinates what the project will be, and Easter Seals makes sure 
all the materials are on hand. The crew – currently ranging in age from 4–79 – have installed 
windows in all the Respite cabins, painted, built a bridge, fixed buildings or machinery, and 
gutted the Menomoni Cabin prior to the recent remodel. They also take the initiative to repair 
things without being asked! Everything they have done has made Respite Camp better, more 
pleasant and attractive, and/or safer for campers and staff, and has a combined contributed 
value of close to $100,000. 

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser: The Ellenbecker Family
With his strong business and personal ties to the farming community, it was no surprise 
that, when Skip Ellenbecker joined the Easter Seals Board of Directors, he focused his most 
passionate support on Easter Seals’ nationally-honored FARM Program. From the Wausau 
area, Skip recognized the potential and financial generosity of his part of the state and, having 
seen the success of the Easter Seals Golf Outing for Kids in Wisconsin Dells, he wanted to do 
everything he could to replicate that success in his own backyard, with proceeds going to 
the FARM Program. With the help of relatives, colleagues, and area businesses, Skip created 
the FARM Golf Outing. After Skip’s death, the outing was renamed in his honor and members 
of the large Ellenbecker Family have taken a bigger role, honoring Skip’s memory by working 
together to support a program that meant so much to him. Easter Seals is pleased to honor 
the Ellenbecker family, with special recognition of Mandy and T Ellenbecker, for all they have 
done for the FARM Program. 

Recognition of Personal Growth & Development: Adam Faust
Adam Faust loves farming, and when he decided to take over the family farm, he contacted 
the Easter Seals Wisconsin FARM Program to give him advice on how he could accommodate 
his spina bifida and succeed as a farmer. Paul Leverenz worked with Adam, suggesting some 
relatively simple, but very helpful, modifications. Adam doesn’t let his physical restrictions limit 
his work or his life. When, several years later, he lost his leg to diabetes, he contacted the FARM 
Program again, determined to continue doing what he loves. Once again, suggestions were 
made to help him stay in farming. Adam is a great ambassador for the FARM Program as well, 
serving on the AgrAbility Advisory Council and speaking often of the program’s benefits. Adam is 
always looking for ways to improve his operation, while providing good conditions and nutrition 
for his cows and being a good steward of his land. And he is always on the lookout for ways to 
best incorporate the management of his disability into the management of his business.

In October 2018, nearly 200 people gathered in Madison to honor the individuals, groups and businesses that have inspired others and have made outstanding 
contributions to the disability community and to Easter Seals Wisconsin. More on our honorees: https://www.eastersealswisconsin.com/honorees/


